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Mr Speaker, scores of miners have been reported trapped in a mining pit in Prestea Nsuta in the 

Western Region, with at least, one reported death. The Police and other miners are doing their 

best to save those trapped. This is not the first time a mining disaster has happened in Ghana. 

Mr Speaker, in November 2009, a collapse occurred in an illegal, privately owned gold mine in 

Dompoase. 18 workers were reportedly killed in the disaster. In 2013, another gold mine 

collapsed in the Central Region, killing seventeen people.  

Two years before that, thirty-two people died in a similar accident. There’s also the disaster which 

occurred at a mining pit at Bonsawere in the Central Region in 2015. These accidents have 

happened not just in the southern parts of Ghana, but also in the north. Three persons died in 

2015 in the Talensi District of the Upper East Region and just recently, two persons died in Dalun 

in my constituency within a spate of one month following disasters from sand mining. These are 

just reported cases. Some happen with little or no Press attention, just as the two recent events 

in Dalun. 

Like what happened in Dalun and other past disasters, what happened in Prestea Nsuta in the 

Western Region last Sunday is very tragic. Equally tragic is the emergency response. We have 

seen so many tragedies like these to have had the necessary emergency responses. The Ghanaian 

public should be told what measures have been taken to rescue persons who were trapped and 

whether emergency workers have the necessary resources they need in the rescue exercise. 

What kind of support is available for people who have been affected by the disaster?  

Is there a Victims Support Unit? It would be useful to have the Minister for Mines appear before 

the House to fully brief the House on what he knows so far. It should never have happened. And 

it cannot be right that incidents like that keep recurring every now and then. Successive 

governments have not done much to get to the causes of illegal mining –– whether gold mining 

or sand wining as is the case in my constituency. What were the lessons learnt from previous 

disasters? What actions had been taken to forestall a recurrence?  

How many more miners, Ghanaian youth, must die under such tragic circumstances before we 

can get to the causes of illegal mining and actually deal with it? Is the political class doing enough 

to stand up for the vulnerable in our society? Sixty (60) years after Independence and 57 years of 

Republican status. We must do more to show that illegal miners and the vulnerable in our society 

have not been overlooked and ignored, and that we are listening to them.  

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 


